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Sisters Churity St. Vincent Paul Carville 


Front row, r.: Sister Catherine Mangan, Sister Francis Louviere, Sister Ann Elizabeth Hughes, Sister 
Alphonsa Aucoin, Sister Francis Sales Provancher, Sister Michael Friebe. Second row: Sister Vincent Fleer, 
Sister Veronica Kroger, Sister Estelle Laiche, Sister Julitta Myers, Sister Maria Montes. Third row: Sister Vic- 
toria Valdes, Sister Mary Alice Bienvenu, Sister Amelia Lenz, Sister Mary Loretto Kearney, Sister Mary Joseph 
Martin. Top row: Sister Leonora Becker, Sister Joannes Panchot, Sister Laura Stricker, Sister Angela Rodriguez, 
and Sister Marianna Rabe, recent addition the nursing staff, not shown. (Story page 1.) 
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Sisters Charity St. Vincent Paul 
Years TLC Garville 1896-1961 


Inspiring 


April 1961 
Mr. Stanley Stein 
Editor, THE STAR 
Carville, Louisiana 


Your request that because the 
years spent Carville, send message 
for the next edition the STAR, which 
will commemorate the 65th anniversary 
the arrival the Sisters there, caused 
some long, long thinking, 
Age well Youth can think long, 
long thoughts! 

The years were spent because time 
and money are the two media 
exchange which man seeks pur- 
happiness. The least valuable 
things life buys with money, the 
more valuable buys with time; that 
is, with life. Twenty-one years 
heavy investment life, and when that 
number years covers the life span 
from 48, represents the most 
productive period person’s life. 

well pleased with the returns 
investment. gave dedication 
same Cause that the 
STAR carries its masthead, shedding 
the light truth Hansen’s Disease. 
During years Carville learned 
first hand the tragic consequences 
the centuries old ignorance and unneces- 
ary fear Hansen’s Disease. That 
have had some small part dissipating 
prejudices and enlisting others our 
campaign enlightenment, brings 
small satisfaction. 

Arriving Carville early 1916, 
was the pivotal period when the 
institution passed from State Federal 
ownership and administration. new 
era dawned indeed, and that much more 
far reaching than new buildings, im- 
advanced 


medical care, recreational and education 
facilities. Both patients 


The first group Sisters arrived Car- 
ville, then called Indian Camp Plantation, 
April 18, 1896, after 18-hour trip the 
Mississippi from New Orleans the river 
packet the Paul Tulane. Above are Sister 
Beatrice Hart, leader the little band 
pioneers, Sister Mary Thomas Stokum, Sis- 
ter Annie Costello and Sister Cyril Coupe. 
left Father Colton, first chaplain. 
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Siscer Catherine Sullivan, visitatrix (Su- 
perior), Daughters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul, Western Province, Marillac Semin- 
ary, Normandy, Mo. 


sensed once that the hospital Car- 
ville was longer truly isolated unit, 
but part the United States Public 
Health Service system hospitals. 
would then say that second dividend 
was that greater appreciation and 
admiration for our government, which 
excellently discharges its duty to- 
ward its citizens. 

personal reminiscing. thinking 
Sister Beatrice Hart, leader the first 
band Sisters who died malaria and 
overwork after seven years. think- 
ing Sister Martha Lawler, the first 
chief nurse, whose skill, wisdom and de- 
votedness are part the Carville leg- 
end. How well remember five year 
old patient saying after Sister 
Martha’s sudden death—she was du- 
one day and dead the 
Martha knew much. How could she 
let herself die!” thinking Sister 
Zoe Schieswohl, Sister Martha’s succes- 
sor, who also imitated her example 
remaining duty until the day before 
her death. thinking, all the 
Sisters who find the services the 
Sisters Carville, that deep satisfaction 
which comes only from fulfilling need 


TLC stands for Tender, Loving 
Care and this precisely what the 
Sisters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul (officially known Daughters 
St. Vincent Paul) have 
been giving the patients Carville 
for the past years, serving under 


both state and federal regimes. 


Long, Long Thoughts from Sister Catherine 


one’s fellowman. 

Incidentally, there are things, minor 
perhaps, but which would like em- 
phasize. One that Sister ever con- 
tracted the disease, though their years 
service extend from years, the mark 
set Sister Hilary Ross, that four 
five years. the early days the Sis- 
ters were exposed (of course, really 
not know what constitutes exposure) 
every possible way since during the 
summer months water was rationed and 
neither the house the Sisters, nor the 
cabins the patients were screened. 
have often remarked that would take 
far more precautions nursing case 
flu, than would nursing patient 
with Hansen’s Disease. The second ques- 
tion that frequently called upon 
answer is, “Do the Sisters volunteer 
for Carville?” answer that Irish-wise 
with another question, “Why should 
they?” Every Sister nurse the Com- 
munity knows she may assigned 
duty Carville, but she also knows 
that about par with saying, 
“Every American boy has chance 
but—. 

One the richest dividends 
profound appreciation for the nobility 
human nature and its ability stand 
under trial. fact, have always 
thought the patients Carville 
rating with the most courageous soldiers 
whose example history has handed down 
us. Thermopolae, The Alamo, Alca- 
zar—wherever band men have 
fought against heavy odds, there 
symbol the patients Carville. 
proud have served with them and for 
them. proud have name in- 
scribed the annals Carville. 
proud have them call friend! 

Cordially, 
Sister Catherine 


The hoisting the flag when the U.S. 
took over the hospital from the state 
1921. The sisters were retained the same 
basis others employed here the feder- 
government. the ceremonies were Sis- 
ter Catherine Sullivan, Sister Edith, Sister 
DeChantal, Father Keenan, Mrs. Denney 
and Dr. O.E. Denney, the first medical officer 
charge. 


Sisters Hospital Tick 


Where the Sisters Live 


Built 1941 part the biggest construction program ever Carville, the present- 
day Sisters’ home stands majestically behind massive, centuries-old oak tree. The col- 
umned building, designed the same architecture the Administration Building, con- 
tains recreation room, dining hall, their own chapel and individual rooms for each 
the Sisters. far cry from the first building occupied the Sisters here 1896, 
old plantation home. Sister Catherine Sullivan, writing the “old, old days” said “only 
two rooms were even remotely habitable” and into these the Sisters moved using the 
ground floor combination barn, stable and hen house. Rats, and bats were, 
for the time being, left undisturbed possession the remainder the building. 


Leader the band (of Sisters) Sister Alphonsa, director nurses and local superior. Energetic 
her manifold duties which include daily rounds and scheduling the Sisters nursing duty, all RNs. right 
she interviews patient. Only four the band Sisters are not nursing duty, one pharmacist, another charge medica! 
records and two are dietetians. Almost all the Sisters have college degrees. the left photo, Sister Ann Elizabeth conducts class 
for nursing assistants, attendants. She charge the non-patient men and women recruited from the neighborhood who 


serve attendants both floors the infirmary and the infirmary annex. Sister Ann Elizabeth trains the attendants 
high, degree skill which pays off comfort for the patients. 


HEW Recognizes Sisters’ Services 


The U.S. Department Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare, under which the PHS 
functions took due notice the Sisters’ ser- 
vice Carville 1957 when Sister Teresa 
Kelly, Sister Alphonsa’s predecessor Su- 
perior here, and Sister 
citation Washington. With the Sisters 
are, extreme left, Marion Folsom, then 
secretary HEW, and Dr. John Perkins, 
under secretary and chairman the de- 
partment’s board employee awards. The 
two Sisters received the group award 
behalf the Daughters Charity St. 
Vincent Paul. Such citation pre- 
sented annually “to outstanding individuals 
and groups the basis outstanding con- 
tribution the work the department.” 
The citation given the Sisters reads: for 
devoted services the patients Carville, 
and contributions the success the 
unique program this hospital.” 


tireless she seen every- 
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Sister Laura, left, whose years service Carville, rank her the top the 
band service-wise combination science and art. registered pharmacist, she has 
charge the pharmacy and over the years has come symbolize music here. Holder 
degree music, she has taught many patients play piano and each year sponsors 
the annual Nativity Play, done from her own time. addition all this, she pitches 
help THE STAR when its staff becomes depleted and serves the magazine’s 
eagle-eyed proof reader regularly. Sister Laura highly regarded the patients, and 
because her long years service here, special favorite the old timers. Her 
memories date back the pre-sulfone days when the pharmacist had fill hundreds 
capsules with nauseous Chaulmoogra oil and prepared “tons” ointments. 1953 
she read paper the International Pharmaceutical Federation Paris, France before 
more than 1,000 pharmacists from almost nations. 

Sister Francis Sales, right, chief the medical records section, veteran 
years Carville. Sister Francis Sales president the Louisiana Association 
Medical Record Librarians for 1961-62. She lectured the indexing diseases and 
operations the annual meeting the association Shreveport, last February 
and, president, will preside the group’s convention next year. She registered 
nurse, but devotes her full time the medical records, increasingly important job 
because the increasing number consultations held connection with various indi- 
vidual cases, also increasing number visiting consultants. Like Sister Laura 
and Sister Francis Sales, more than half the Sisters here have been Carville 
for nine more years, fact which increases their value the hospital and the patient 
body because their knowledge individual patients well the disease itself. 


Sister Veronica doubles brass operating room supervisor and assists the eye, 
ear, nose and throat clinic, Sister Veronica and her assistant the operating room, Sis- 
ter Amelia, are shown the photo right. the modern operating room consultants 
from New Orleans and Baton Rouge perform orthopedic surgery feet and hands, and 
eye and throat surgery. left, Sister Veronica administers eye drops patient the 
busy EENT Clinic. 


when the photographer went by. 


charge the dressing clinic, left pho- 
to, Sister Mary Loretto. Business has 
fallen off the dressing clinic the years 
the introduction sulfone therapy, 
but the old-timers recall when there were 
two senarate clinics, one for men and an- 
other for women, and both them operat- 
ing full blast from before breakfast 
(5:30 6:00 a.m.) until late the afternoon. 

Today there but one clinic for both men 
X-ray department, right photo, under 
the Sister Mary Alice, whose 
assistant, Sister Maria, shown work. 

Sister Mary Alice, who like most the 
doubles brass, had been night 
nursing duty and was not the X-ray lab 


the most impossible jobs, Car- 
ville that Sister Vincent, left, chief 
dietitian, and Sister Julitta, right, assist- 
ant dietitian. Both are graudate dietitians 
and members the American Dietetic As- 
sociation. They face the challenging task 
appeasing almost unbelievable variety 
tastes created Carville’s international 
make-up. Patients come from such places 
Kenya, India, China, the Philippines, not 
mention Latin American nations which 
predominate, and bring with them diverse 
tastes. 

When tamales are the main dish the 
Latin Americans are happy, but the Chinese, 
for example, are say the least, 
Even from within the United States come 
various tastes, Louisianans for their Cajun 
cooking (they get their rice three times 
day); Texans for beef steak (which they 
seldom get- and Floridans who crave sea- 
food. Food, today years ago, favorite 
topic conversation complimentary and 
otherwise. Fact is, however, that medically, 
diet recognized very important part 
the treatment this disease and 
much part treatment, almost, medi- 
cine. 


more than one occasion the Sisters 
have been embarrassed sensational stor- 
ies the press about their work here. Even 
religious leaders their own faith have 
given them publicity the fanfare variety 
via press and radio which was objection- 
able them was the patients. 
the lighter side, Sister Catherine Sullivan 
once gave the following story: re- 
member that when Sister Regina Purtell 
came Carville from Indianapolis 1922 
the paper that city where she was ex- 
ceedingly well-known, featured her coming 
the most dramatic way. There was one 
particular description, which Sister Regina 
and laughed over heartily. was eye 
witness account Sister’s setting out from 
New Orleans all alone small row boat 
the Mississippi take her duties. 
The point that struck Sister Regina and 
being funny was the fact that the 


the boat was emphasized and 
nothing said Sister’s two hundred twenty 
pounds.” 


7. 
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Second Annual ALM-PHS Seminar 
Held Carville 


Missionaries from 


— 


many lands attend ALM-PHS Seminar 


Front row, from left, Miss Ellen Groh, R.N., Detroit, Mich., missionary South Africa; Dr. Harry Wilcke, Hatboro, Pa. Congo; 
Miss Dorothy Peverly, R.N., (Sudan Interior Mission) Nigeria, West Africa; Dr. Oliver Hasselblad; Dr. Edgar Johnwick; Miss 
Elizabeth Cole, R.N., Kansas City, Mo., (Foreign Missions Dept.) Swaziland, South Afriea; Dr. Richard Buker, Vestal, N.Y. 
dia and Thailand; Mrs. Grace Lindholm, North Bergen, Congo. 

Second row, Dr. Robert Stephens, Toronto, Congo; Dr. John Schmidt, Newton, Paraguay, S.A.; Miss Eliza- 
beth Schultz, Usumbura, Africa; Dr. Soo-Hyun Nam, Philadelphia, Pa.- Korea; Mrs. Robert Wulff, Albert Lea, 
Minn. Thailand; Dr. Wayne Meyers, Berrien Center, Mich.; Miss Ruth Vander Meulen, R.N., Holland, Nigeria; Dr. Robert 
Roth, Milford, Conn. Korea; Miss Bena Kok, R.N., Grand Rapids, Egypt and Nigeria; Miss Elsa 

Back row, Dr. Jose Arvelo, Richmond Hill, N.Y.- Venezuela; Dr. Franklin Fowler, Richmond, Va. (Southern Baptist Foreign 


Mission Board) Paraguay and Mexico; 


Dr. Gordon Jones, New Orleans; Miss Melvina Thompson, R.N., Niles, Mich. (Berean Mis- 


sion Inc.); Dr. Joseph Burkholder, Salunga, Pa. (Eastern Mennonite Board Missions and Charities) Ethiopia; Mrs. Burk- 


holder, R.N.; Miss Arline Crompton, R.N., Cliffside Park, N.J.- North Africa; 


Chaplain Oscar Harris; Mrs. Buker, R.N.; Mr. 


Wulff; Dr. George Faile, Ghana, West Africa; Dr. George Mcinnes, Augusta, Ga.- Thailand; Dr. Robert Wright, (Baptist 
Mission) Korea; Dr. George Formire, New York, Switzerland; Mrs. Hasselblad; Dr. Robert Foster, Brooklyn, N.Y. (South 


Africa General Mission) Kesempa, Rhodesia; and Dr. Robert White, Birmingham, Mich. 


Congo. Also attending the seminar 


but not shown are Dr. Robert Fenstermacher, Indianapolis, Ind. Congo; Miss Lore Heidel, Tanganyika, East Africa; and 
Miss Lavinia Holcomb Tanganyika, Africa. 


The 1961 Seminar Leprosy for 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
had more than ended when plans 
for the next year’s event held 
April were underway. 

This year’s seminar, held from March 
March 21, attracted medical 
missionaries from more than dozen 
nations Carville. The seminar held 
for the ALM the U.S. Public Health 


Service, Dr. Oliver Hasselblad, 
ALM president puts it, “We the 
recruiting and they the teaching.” 

The 1961 seminar has been hailed 
know, and Dr. Hasselblad praised the 
concept annual seminar su- 
perior the old system under which 
the ALM sent individual missionaries 
Carville from time time study. 


The five-day program included 


comprehensive and up-to-date review 


virtually every facet the so-called lep- 
rosy field plus weekend spiritual re- 
treat. 

Each day’s program was preceded 
early morning services the Protestant 
Chapel, the Rev. Oscar Harris, Resi- 
dent Chaplain. 

The Conference was opened Dr. 
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Edgar Johnwick, with welcoming re- 
marks, during which outlined the 
historical development this hospital 
and its objectives today. 

The principal speakers the seminar 
were the resident medical staff this 
hospital. The clinical staff, Dr. John 
Trautman, Chief, and Drs. Norman 
Lewis, Callaway, and Joseph Doo- 
ley gave papers and conducted clinics 
both for cases with and without com- 
plications. Dr. Byron Olson, Chief 
Epidemiology Branch, discussed his 
specialty and Dr. Fite, Chief Labo- 
ratory Branch, presented paper 
“Pathology Alan Nicol, 
Chief, Rehabilitation, moderated 
panel the “Rehabilitation Problems 
the Disease” which the following 
participated: Rickman, Jr., Chief, 


Special Services, and 
School”; Willard Cannon, Medical 
Social Service; Miss Elsa Nelson, 
Health Education, and Paul Keisler, 
Manual Arts. Dr. Ray Breaux, 
Resident Dentist, discussed his specialty, 
and Sister Alphonsa Aucoin, Chief 
Nurse, had her topic “Nursing Prob- 
lems.” 

Two New Orleans consultants this 
hospital presented papers, Dr. James 
Allen, Ophthalmology, Dr. Marvin 
Miller, Psychiatry, and Dr. Daniel 
Riordan, conducted clinic “Repre- 
sentative Orthopedic Problems.” 

Mr. Dean Currier and staff gave 
demonstration physical therapy 
practices with patients, and Miss Garnet 
Hines and staff gave demonstration 
occupational therapy practices with 


patients. 


Dr. Johnwick summarized the semi- 
nar and Dr. Hasselblad gave the closing 
remarks. The theme the weekend 
spiritual retreat was “Leprosy and the 
World Mission the Church.” Dis- 
cussion leaders were Dr. Hasselblad, Mr. 
Harris and Dr. Myron Madden, Di- 
rector Hospital Chaplains, Southern 
Baptist Hospital and 
fessor, Instructor Clinical Training, 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary. Dr. Madden chose 
topic “The Patient Person and the 
Doctor Person.” 

The evening activities calendar fea- 
tured showing the two Carville 
films, and several films produced for 
ALM. 


Mission ork Faces Change, 


some parts the Belgian Congo 
the tragic political and social disorder 
recent months has disrupted medical 
services, including Hansen’s disease pro- 
grams, Dr. Oliver Hasselblad, 
(above) New York, president the 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc., indi- 
cated here March. 

Dr. Hasselblad was here for the 1961 
Seminar Leprosy for the American 
Leprosy Missions, Inc., along with 
other medical missionaries from least 
dozen nations. 

The ALM president, interview 
here, was careful point out, however, 
that some parts the Congo medi- 
cal and mission work progressing 
usual. Dr. Hasselblad can speak with 
authority the subject the Congo 
for has just returned 
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where went under the sponsorship 
“Operation the Protestant 
Relief Agency. The program intend- 
ed, said, fill the gap left the 
departure between 600 and 700 Bel- 
gian doctors from the Congo. 

letter written while still the 
Congo, Dr. Hasselblad cited one hospi- 
tal formerly manned people. To- 
day, but three remain. 

Dr. Hasselblad does not see end 
mission work the Congo despite 
the crisis today. Mission work 
continue, said, but new capacity. 
Mission work, said,must the future 
identify itself more closely with the 
country which found, and not 
much “Western import.” Such 
change, said, should have been made 
before crisis, not during it. 

blad said the pattern the 
past, which medical men were re- 
leprosy field, rapidly changing. 
evidence this, and part responsible 
for this, the recognition now given 
the work such men Dr. Paul Brand 
India. Other evidence this chang- 
ing picture, Dr. Hasselblad said, the 
fact that some young, students 
have come Carville study. This 
said, encouraging and shows that Car- 


ville “literally projecting itself into 


world education leprosy.” 

Four young medical missionaries 
_recently the Congo who were here 
for the seminar told harassment and 
fear the Congo today. Three the 
young doctors, Dr. Harry Wilcke, Phila- 
delphia; Dr. Robert White, Detroit, and 
Dr. Robert Fenstermacher, Indi- 


ALM Says 


ana all left the Congo because the 
political upheaval. Dr. White and Dr. 
Fenstermacher left because the leaders 
the local church the Congolese 
urged them so. One other mission- 
ary recently Africa, Dr. Robert 
Stephens, Canadian, left routine 
furlough. 


Congo Missionaries Four missionaries 
from the Belgian Congo who attended the 
ALM-PHS Seminar hospital are 
shown above with Dr. Edgar Johnwick, 
Medical Officer Charge the Carville 
Hospital. Left right, are Dr. Harry 
Wilcke, Dr. Robert White, Dr. Johnwick, 
Dr. Robert Stephens and Dr. Robert 
Fenstermacher. 

Despite the departure hundreds 
doctors from the Congo, the four 
medical missionaries agreed, work 
many places could usual 
supplies are available. defense the 
Belgians, they said, many native nurses 
are able administer medicines, per- 
form minor operations and carry out 
many day-to-day functions. The fear and 
distrust which they said characterizes 
life the Congo today not confined 
relations between the white man and 


continued next page 
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the Congolese. The natives fear and sus- 
pect each other. This very fear and 
distrust, they said, reflects the de- 
crease the patient load many 
mission hospitals. The patient load 
should increasing because the lack 
doctors, while fact decreasing 
because the people are afraid leave 
their homes seek treatment. 

None would predict the future the 
Congo, but all made clear that they 
intend return, perhaps work under 
the altered circumstances which Dr. 
Hasselblad spoke, but return none 
the 


Backstage—The property people are 
vitally necessary the smooth produc- 
tion play, but the audience una- 
ware their work and they receive 
none the applause accorded the ac- 
tors. with many other projects, 
scientific and otherwise, such 
ALM-PHS seminar. Here you see. three 
secretaries Miss Evelyn Lea and Mrs. 
Kathy White their desks and Mrs. 
Mary Dewey, standing. The secretaries, 
under the direction Miss Elsa Nel- 
son, Health Educator, took care the 
voluminous correspondence preceding 
the seminar, checked lists, mailed invi- 
tations and handled efficiently and with 
dispatch, the thousand and one little 
daily routine things that are necessarily 
part the workings meeting. 


ABOUT ALM 


American Leprosy Missions, Inc., with 
headquarters 297 Park Avenue, South, 
New York 10, the major instrument 
American Protestant churches, for 
more than half century, has given 
spiritual and physical ministry the 
victims leprosy. ALM, cooperation 
with forty-five Protestant mission boards 
and joint overseas committees, supports 
200 hospitals and clinics thirty-two 
countries. 

ALM has regional offices 
enth St., N.E., Atlanta Ga.; 4219 Lan- 
kershim Blvd., North Hollywood, Calif., 
the Rev. David Todd, Director; 127 
North Dearborn Street, Chicago 
and Wilsey Square, Ridgewood, 
The Rev. Carl Elder, Resident Pro- 
testant Chaplain Carville for years 
Promotional Secretary for Ohio, 319 
West Maple Clyde, Ohio. 


Award Ceremonies Japan 
Honor Dr. Mitsuda 


distinguished veterans the Han- 
sen’s disease field met Japan, Sister Hil- 
ary Ross and Dr. Kensuke Mitsuda. After 
its formal presentation Aisei-en, Dr. 


Mitsuda’s son, Dr. Tokuzo Yokada, the 
award was brought Dr. Mitsuda’s home 
Okayama City and handed him 
Father James Van Assche, who shown 
holding it. 


THE STAR has received artistic 
and beautifully arranged pictorial al- 
bum depicting the ceremonies 
tendant events the presentation the 
1961 Damien Dutton Award Dr. 
Kensuke Mitsuda, 83, the venerable 
Japanese scientist. The formal presen- 
tation was made Feb. 15, Nagashima 
Aisei-en Hospital, where Dr. Mit- 
suda retired 1957 after serving many 
years director the hospital, and 
since then, its honorary director. 

The title page the album shows 
the Damien Dutton Award. reads, 
“1961 Damien Dutton Award 
Dr. Kensuke Mitsuda, Tokyo, Japan, 
for life-time sacrifice and devotion 
the victims Hansen’s disease.” 

The album includes photograph 
the congratulatory letter Dr. Mitsuda 
from President Eisenhower. 


January 19, 1961 
Dr. Mitsuda: 

‘through the Damien Dutton Society, 
have learned that you received their 1961 
Award recognition your Many services 
those suffering from disease. 

have long been interested the work 
the Damien Dutton Society, and was deep- 
impressed the report your many 
years untiring effort behalf the 
victims leprosy. Your humanitarian ex- 
ample source inspiration all us, 
and take this opportunity add per- 
sonal congratulations. 

Sincerely, 

Dwight Eisenhower 
Dr. Kensuke Mitsuda 
National Leprosarium 
Nagashima Aiseien 
Mushiake, Mokake-Mura 
Oku-Gun, Okayama, Japan 


TAR 


the official invitation Dr. Taka- 
shima, Sister Hilary Ross, herself 
Damien Dutton Award recipient (1958) 
accompanied Sisters Baptista and 
Carmel, attended the award ceremonies 
Nagashima Aisei-en. (Sister Hilary, 
Carville’s internationally 
chemist for years, has been Waka- 
yama Shi, Japan, since last year, where 
she will serve new hospital for 
crippled children established 
Order.) 


Sister Hilary Ross and group were warm- 
welcomed the Nagashima pier Dr. 
Takashima, Director and 
staff, they arrived for the ceremonies 
honoring Dr. Mitsuda. From left, Mr. Fumio 
Tanaka, Dr. Hamano, Sister Carmel, Sister 
Hilary, Dr. Takashima, Dr. Yokada, 
and other officials the hospital. Sister 
Baptista took the photograph. 


Sister Hilary has written THE STAR 
glowing account the ceremonies. 
Some excerpts: “The ceremony was held 
the Aisei-en hall which really 
very lovely modern building. The hall 
was filled with patients. the stage 
was number doctors, the priests and 
three Sisters. Father Smet gave the 
opening address, giving explanation 
just what the Damien Dutton Award 
was and why Doctor Mitsuda was re- 
ceiving it. (Dr. Mitsuda was ill home 
and was unable present.) The 
award was then presented Dr. Mit- 
suda’s son, Dr. Tokuzo Yokada. Dr. 
Takashima read telegram from Presi- 
dent Eisenhower who sent the last 
day was office; next letter 
congratulations from the Ministry 
Health, Japan. Dr. Hamano spoke 
well Dr. Takashima, the Adminis- 
trator. Yes, Sister Hilary gave speech, 
too. Everything was course, Japan- 
ese, but spoke, Mr. Tsuruzaki trans- 
lated what had said. Many letters, 
cablegrams and telegrams were received. 
the Japanese National 
Anthem, proceeded delicious 
dinner. From thence, Doctors Hamano, 
Yokata, Takashima, few guests, Mr. 
Tsuruzaki, the three priests and three 
took the launch the other side where 
autos were our disposal take 
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New Division Formed AFIP 


Includes 


Division Geographic Pathology 
has been established the Armed 
Forces Institute Pathology, Washing- 
ton, D.C. The role this Division 
will explore ways which the 
highly specialized skills and interests 
the AFIP staff can more fully used 
world medical problems, especially 
those military significance. The new 
Division will comprise branches: geo- 
graphic pathology; nutritional patholo- 
gy; bacteriology, immunology, and 
infectious diseases; and 
disease. addition the liaison ac- 
tivities the Division, the Geographic 
Pathology branch will participate the 
teaching tropical and exotic diseases, 
with special emphasis those areas 
where members the Armed Forces 
may stationed. Dr. Chapman 
Binford will head 
American Medical. Associ- 
ation, Feb. 18, 1961. 

Dr. Binford highly respected 
scientist, and are fortunate that 
has special interest Hansen’s dis- 
ease. well known here. was 
charge planning and arranging 
the program for the Second Carville 
Research Conference March 1958 
and served chairman the first ses- 
sion, 

Dr. Binford’s experiments 
sen’s disease have had international rec- 
ognition. Considerable publicity has 
been given Dr. Binford’s claim 
inoculated hamsters 
with the Hansen bacillus. this work 
confirmed, and stands the test time, 
chemists will able test new anti- 
drugs laboratory animals. This 
would tremendous scientific ad- 
vance.—Ed. 


Flashback 


had idea that the new Surgeon 
General the Public Health Service, 
Dr. Luther Terry, had ever been 
Carville, until were doing some 
research the 1946 issues THE 
STAR, and the June, 1946 issue, 
found note Dr. Faget, then 


under the caption 


Used Here’. Dr. Faget stated 
that “Surgeon L.L. Terry, Chairman 
the Research Division the Public 
Health Service, was detailed this 
station for conference with the medical 
staff outlining plan treatment.” 

$35,000 worth the 
then new antibiotic was used carry 
out program clinical evaluation 
streptomycin the treatment Han- 
sen’s disease. Today, streptomycin 
considered valuable adjunt 
treatment certain instances. 
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Carville Films 
Widely Distributed 


recent report Dr. E.B. Johnwick, 
Medical Officer Charge this hos- 
pital, from Richard Brown the 
Audiovisual Section, Training Branch, 
Public. Health Service BSS CDC, At- 
lanta, Ga., indicates that the two Car- 
ville films are having wide 
tion. 


(tor professional groups, doctors, nurs- 
es, etc.) Since release date 1959, 
through February 28, 1961, 284 loans 
this film, have been made and there 
are bookings for future shipment. 


Utilization and evaluation reports 
from these users have been re- 
ceived reporting 104 showings 
actual attendance 3,299 persons, 
average 31.8 persons per show- 
ing. 

estimated that total ‘of 23,220 people 
have seen the film the 284 loans 
made. 


M-392-“Management the Lep- 
rosy Patient” (for professional and lay 
groups.) Since release date, July 1960, 
through February 28, 1961, 154 loans 
this film have been made and there 
are bookings for future shipment. 


Utilization reports 
were received from these users, re- 
porting showings actual attend- 
ance 2,825 persons, average 
41.5 per showing. Based these same 
reports, can estimated that total 
12,599 people have seen the film 
the 154 loans made. 


Announcement 


THE STAR (January-February 1961) 
carried the proceedings the first two 
days the Carville Conference Lep- 
rosy, Nov. 7-10, 1960, and that issue 
announced that the proceedings 
the last two days “devoted high pow- 
ered research,” would appear our 
next issue (March-April 


With vexatious scarcity pages 
our disposal this issue (16 instead 
the usual 24, due circumstances be- 
yond our control—see Taglines) re- 
gret that have omit this highly 
important matter. However, are 
pleased announce that reprints the 
proceedings the full four days the 
Conference are available from 
STAR, request, gratis. The Confer- 
ence was taped and the proceedings 
were prepared from the tapes. The re- 
prints will special interest and 
valuable doctors, nurses and other 
workers this field. 


seminar Hansen’s disease was held 
here March for Louisiana State Univer- 
sity-InterAmerican Program in_ Tropical 
Medicine. attendance were (I. 
Abadie, LSU School Medicine, New Or- 
leans; Dr. Charles Kaminski, Asst. Pro- 
fessor Microbiology, Seton Hall College 
Medicine and Dentistry, Jersey City, 
Major R.W. Green, M.D., Chief Medical 
Walter Reed Army Hosp., Washing- 
ton, D.C.; Dr. John Trautman, Carville, 
Chief, Clinical Branch; Miss Norma Hal- 
magyi, Research Specialist, Dept. Pre- 
ventive Medicine, Univ. Virginia School 
Medicine, Charlottesville, Va.; Dr. James 
Hammond, Instruction Dept. Medi- 
cine, Indiana Univ. School Medicine, In- 
dianapolis; and Dr. Keizo Asami, Fellow, 
Tropical Medicine, Univ. Tokyo. 

From January the middle April, 
one-day seminars were held here for the 
following groups: YWCA; nurses, ‘Touro 
Infirmary; student nurses, Charity Hos- 
pital, all New Orleans, and Baptist 
Hospital, Birmingham, Ala.; DePaul 
Hosp. Nurses, New Orleans; nurses, La. 
PHS Training Program, La. State Board 
Health, New Orleans; Public Health 
Nursing students, State Health Dept., 
Jackson, Miss.; nurses, Dillard Univ., 
New Orleans; senior class medical stu- 
dents, LSU, New Orleans; students from 
library Incarnate Word Academy, 
Houston, Tex.; Louisiana Dermatologi- 
cal Assn.; Alpha Epsilon Delta, Nation- 
Pre-medical Honor Society, Louisiana 
College, Pineville; senior medical stu- 
dents, Univ.; Women the 
United Church Christ, New Or- 
leans, and the Hibbs Society, national 
group orthopedists guests Dr. Dan- 
iel Riordan, Carville’s Orthopedic 
Consultant, New Orleans. 


Trains Here 


Miss Lore originally from 
Leipzig, Germany, and graduate 
the London College Occupational 
Therapy, who planning return 
Tanganyika, East Africa, June, was 
Carville for six weeks March 
observe occupational and physical ther- 
apy techniques. 

Miss Heidel, missionary working 
under the auspices the Board 
World Missions, Augustana Lutheran 
Church, timed her visit Carville 
coincide with the ALM-PHS seminar. 
She has been missionary for years 
and she spent her year’s furlough the 
U.S.A. Miss Heidel 
tion with her visit this hospital. 


Seminars 


2 


left, Jerry Steelsmith, Bob Michael, 


PGA Public Relations Director Jim 
Gaquin and five PGA pro golfers took 
time out February travel Car- 
ville stage golf clinic for the pa- 
tients and staff the hospital. 

The five golfers were former British 
Open Champion Max Faulkner, Lon- 
don, England; Butch Baird, Galveston, 
Texas; Jerry Steelsmith, Glendale, 
Calif., Oscar McCash, Fort Worth, Tex- 
as; and John Cleary, Hartford, Conn. 
The group participated the Baton 
Rouge $20,000 Open, with Steelsmith 
and Baird each taking share the 
loot. 


McCash, James Gaquin, Max Faulkner, and Baird. 


glishman was the hit the affair with 
his humorous tales his accomplish- 
ments the links. 

All the pros demonstrated shots and 
spoke the fundamentals the game. 

Miss Margaret McMillan, professor 
physical education the University 
Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette, 
and Marion Scobell, Baton Rouge golf 
pro, also attended the clinic. 


tal personnel were hand meet the 
pros. Golf favorite sport, enjoyed 
here almost the year ‘round, 
tients alike. 


Faulkner the fast talking En- 


The six-foot alligator pictured above 


can seen almost any day. sunning 
himself the edge Lake Johansen 
the road that circles the lake. 

pays little attention the 
people who sometimes crowd around 
him for closer look. several occa- 
sions patients have had step over 
around the lazy creature order get 
the lake road. 

Another about half the size 
this one, has also been seen many 


times about the lake. But the little fel- 
low not brave, always makes 
dash for the water whenever sees 
anyone approaching. 

The two alligators are doing good 
job thinning out the muskrat, nutria, 
snakes and turtles the lake. 

looks like the “gators”, 
ably came from nearby swamps, have 
decided make the lake their perma- 
nent home. 


Variety Show 


The Annual Variety Show, sponsored 
Valentine Kane New Haven, 
Conn., friend Father Francis Sad- 
lier, O.S.B., Abbot, former Carville 
Chaplain, was staged the local thea- 
ter February 12. 

fine crowd attended the entertain- 
ment. 


Indians Prepare for Battle 


Spring practice fast drawing 
close and the Carville Indians, 
year’s River League softball champions 
are expected have another great sea- 
son. The tribe elected alert young 
chief, player-manager Lawrence 
lead them battle. Dr. Alan Nicol, 
Carville’s Rehabilitation Chief, and 
Robert Zimmerman, 
pist, will assist with the coaching duties. 

Last year’s final play-off game for 
the Championship was real thriller. 
The Indians (all patient team) emerged 
victorious slim 1-0 score. The names 
the Baton Rouge clubs that will make 
the rest the River League are not 
yet known, but the new manager con- 
fident that his warriors will finish 
strong again this year. 


Community Easter Party 


large crowd turned out for the 
Unit 188 American Legion Auxiliary, 
Community Easter Party 
April 

Members Nicholson Unit 38, Ba- 
ton Rouge, were here lend the local 
unit helping hand. 

Fifty silver dollars and many lovely 
gilts were given prizes winners 
Bingo. The gifts for the party are do- 
nated each year the ALA Kansas 
Department. Silver dollars came from 
the ALA Carville Activities Fund. 

for the party were fur- 
nished the Hospital’s Dietetic De- 
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PGA Visit Here 


Joe K5USX using the Jefferson-Trav- 
MARS frequency. 


Carville’s two radio hams Joe Ruano, 
K5USX, and Humberto “Buddy” Ne- 
gron, K5USW have embarked 
important phase amateur radio. Last 
September Joe joined MARS (Military 
Affiliate Radio System) and Buddy re- 
ceived his MARS membership certifi- 
cate February this year. 


MARS organization and for 
licensed amateur radio operators who 
are interested military radio com- 
munication. Members are required 
spend least six credit hours each 
three months some phase the 
MARS program, submit monthly ac- 
tivities report and operate 
ance with the rules and recommen- 
dations prescribed for MARS. 


Since the local hams were operating 
Collins Sideband Transceiver, their 
participation MARS activities was 
limited the few sideband 
tude Modulation) rig, they were un- 
able participate activities the 
many MARS-AM frequencies. 


One day last Fall, Edward Jones, 
W4AAM, Vienna, Va., one his 
many radio contacts with Joe, men- 
tioned that perhaps MARS would 
willing furnish rig for the 
Carville hams. started the ball roll- 
ing securing the interest and help 
Abe Daly, W4YH, Air Force officer, 
Fort Myers, Arlington, Va. Then there 
was Col. Stephen Cerwin, Asst. Chief 
U.S. Signal Corps, 3rd Army, also 
Ft. Myers, who was very interested 
and extremely helpful. 


Sometime later, Joe received sur- 
prise call from Kim Chop, Asst. Direct- 
or, 4th U.S. Army MARS Ft. Sam 
Houston, San Antonio, Texas, notifying 
him that rig was its way. The rig, 
Jefferson-Travers transceiver, 105 
-watt output, was set and made oper- 
ational shortly after its arrival. 
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Joe looks three prospective hams 
studying the Morse code. Urbano beats out 
code training oscillator while Pete and 
Tom try copy. minimum words 
minute sending and receiving the 
code requirement for general class 

the event nuclear attack 
Baton Rouge New Orleans, Carville 
would serve Civil Defense Emergen- 
Hospital and our little radio station 
could very well the only means 
communication with the rest the na- 
tion. 


Before too long may have several 
more licensed operators. About five 
six patients are studying for the exami- 
nations. One the girl. 


Couple Busy Hams 


Buddy and Joe have already received 
more than enough QSL (verified con- 
tact) cards paper the walls the 
ham shack. Many the contacts were 
from such distant places Stuttgart, 
Germany; Naples, Italy; Monrovia, Li- 
beria; Thule Air Force Base, Greenland, 
and far too many more mention here. 


There were many exciting and un- 
usual contacts, too. One day Joe picked 
“Operation Bravo,” scientific ex- 
pedition iceberg, 135 miles north- 
west Point Barrow, Alaska. 


The boys had never met “Bob” 
Wolcott, W4WYI, Atlanta, Ga., 
who loaned them their first rig, Vi- 
king II. you can imagine Buddy’s 
surprise and pleasure when Wolcott, 
operating maritime mobile from mer- 
chant vessel 500 miles east southeast 
Cape Henry, Va., picked his signal. 


Hams are often accommodating. 
Once Joe located and placed order 
for frog legs Rayne, La., for party 
Glen Ellyn, 


One interesting phase amateur 
radio that the hams especially enjoy 
arranging radio phone patch for 
patients talk relatives and friends 


back home. 


Amateur radio not only fascinating 


Buddy” K5USW blind, but operating 
the Collins sideband transceiver big 
problem for him. The rig was gift from 
the Collins Radio Company Cedar Ra- 
pids, lowa. Mr. Arthur Collins, president 
the company became interested the 
Carville amateur radio venture through 
Mrs. Jerry Allen, Overland Park, 
Kansas. 


and exciting, but also great morale 
booster for shut-ins. encouraging 
see the increasing interest being taken 
this splendid hobby. L.B. 


All Around the Town 
from page 
partment. 
Coming 


The Point Clair Lions Ciub 
again manage the Annual Jolly Social 
Club benefit fair April 30. The Joi- 
Social Club’s membership made 
blind and other handicapped pa- 
tients. 


The DAVA May dance will held 
this year May the patio 
front the recreation building. 


The 19th Carville Semi-annual Invi- 
tational Golf Tournament, 
the Patients’ Federation, set for 
May 


Easter Flowers for Carville 


The beautiful Easter lilies that 
dorned our Catholic and Protestant 
Chapels Easter morning 
large bouquet lilies that 
the patients Club Lounge for days were 
provided, past years, the Na- 
uonal Disabled 
Auxiliary. 


lovely potted plant the in- 
firmary lobby was gift from DAVA 
Unit 26, Menomonee, Wisconsin. 

thank our DAVA friends for 


their wonderful way remembering 
everyone here Easter. 


Teacher Assumes Duties 


When Mrs. Allison Knotts (above) 
learned about Carville science class 
Coushatta (La.) High School, she 
didn’t dream that someday she would 
teaching here. But, Mrs. Knotts, 23- 
year-old attractive mother three, 
the new English teacher the PHS 
High School here. 

Mrs. Knotts replaces Mrs. Mamie 
Grevemberg who retired after years 
service here. 

Mrs. Knotts likes her new job and 
says her friends Baton Rouge—she 
commutes Carville daily—ask many 
questions about the hospital, some from 
curiosity and some from simple lack 
knowledge. 

The new English teacher was select- 
from list several applicants who 
wanted the job, pretty good indica- 
tion that this area least, people 
aren’t afraid work Carville. 

Mrs. Knotts graduate North- 
western State University, Natchitoches, 
La., where she was awarded her de- 
gree. 

Gaston England, Baton Rouge, 
principal the hospital school, and 
Miss Ikey Sue Boatner, also Baton 
Rouge, teaches social studies and com- 
mercial courses. The current school en- 
rollment regular full-time stu- 
dents and part-time, all patients 
this hospital. 


Natienal DAVA Commander 
Expected April 


Word has been received that Mrs. Lucille 
McCarthy Massachusetts, National Com- 
mander Disabled American Veterans 
Auxiliary, will visit this hospital Friday, 
April 21. expected that Mrs. McCarthy 
will accompanied Mrs. Lise Surgi, 
Louisiana Department Commander, the 
DAVA; New Orleans, and other state of- 
ficials the organization. 

The DAVA has been actively interested 
the welfare the patients Carville for 
many years, and planned for Mrs. 
McCarthy and her group meet with Dr. 
E.B.. Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, 
and patients, representatives veterans 
groups. They will official guests the 
hospital for lunch. 


Two More Encyclopedias 


Cooperate With STAR 


The Standard Encyclopedia Society, 
Inc., Chicago, wrote Dr. E.B. 
Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge 
here, for comments their article, 
Hansen’s disease the New Standard 
Encyclopedia. “We want the article 
accurate, complete (within our space 
limitations) and date,” said Mrs. 
Irene Ferguson, Editorial Supervisor, 
her letter Dr. Johnwick. Dr. John- 
wick reviewed the article and made 
some suggestions. 

all publishers encyclopedia of- 
fered the same splendid cooperation 
United Educators, Inc., Lake Bluff, 
would have problem that de- 
United Educators, Inc., pub- 
lishes several sets books, and Mr. 
Asher Birnbaum both the manag- 
ing editor for American Educator En- 
cyclopedia and the Wonderland 
Knowledge, two United Educators 
books. The American Educator carries 
accurate article Hansen’s dis- 
ease, described one Carville’s 
medical staff “well written and 
have quarrel with it.” The Wonder- 
land Knowledge (slanted for young 
people) has previously not carried 
article Hansen’s disease, but re- 
cent letter from Mr. Birnbaum advises, 
have instructed the science editor 
Wonderland Knowledge prepare 
article Hansen’s disease in- 
troduced into the next edition Won- 
derland Knowledge. enclose copy 
for your review and comment.” 
found the article well done and factual. 


Teenagers Win Prizes for Their 
Special Interest 


nearby Plaquemine, La. (it’s just 
across the river from this hospital) the 
GREATER PLAQUEMINE POST, 
March 16, carried picture Miss 
Jane Ramirez and Miss Kay Juneau 
and their exhibit “What Leprosy?” 
The exhibit prepared the girls, 9th 
and 10th grade students, placed first 
the Plaquemine High School Science 
Fair. The article accompanying the pic- 
ture also reports that “Sylvia Phillippe 
placed third for her Hansen’s disease 
exhibit” the chemistry division. 

Batavia, New York, the NEWS re- 
ports that Katherine Blood, 16, jun- 
ior Oakfield Central School won 
set Encyclopedia Britannica Junior 
for question “What Leprosy?” 
the Tell Why feature the NEWS. 
This syndicated feature originates 
the New York JOURNAL AMERICAN, 
and one required ask the question 
“with words explaining why 
you asked this question.” 


Dr. Cochrane Reviews 
Graham New 
Book for THE STAR 


BURNT-OUT CASE Graham 
Greene, 248 pages. Published Eng- 
land, Heinemann, Price the 
USA The Viking Press, $3.95. 

why Graham Greene used 
ground Leprosarium for the setting 
this, his most recent book, unless 
was for the sake sensationalism. The 
plot has really connection with 
leprosy and could just appropriately 
have been placed the background 
any primitive society. The story de- 
picts Querry, brilliant architect, but 
perfectionist who, frustrated and ang- 
ered criticism his architectural 
designs and the attempts others 
ruin, their folly and interference, 
his work, seeks refuge and escape 
fleeing what thought was ‘the end 
the road’. 

The title itself indicates the au- 
thor’s approach life general and 
leprosy particular and the im- 
pression given that the great ma- 
jority persons when they get leprosy 
are “cured” but the cure through 
mutilation. Only the last page 
there real indication that person 
can recover from leprosy without muti- 
lation. The author’s mediaeval ap- 
proach leprosy indicated the 
word leper occurring less than 
times. Not once does the author at- 
tempt disguise his own horror the 
disease and transmits the same feel- 
ing disgust the reader. 

Admittedly, Querry seized with 
altruistic desire better conditions, 
and he, with Doctor Colin, the only 
really noble character the book, tries 
hard improve the lot those the 
leprosy village. Many the scientific 
facts concerning leprosy are dragged out 
their context and distorted. Querry 
unlovely character; sex, and all 
the murky side what the word love 
means unbalanced mind given 
prominent place and there indi- 
cation the delicate ennobling and 
beautifying aspects love which eman- 
ate from the heart God. Querry’s 
God not the God the Christian. 

fear one cannot but conclude that 
prejudices the most unworthy kind 
are emphasized, and those who suf- 
fer from leprosy, many whom will 
read the book, this novel will bring pain 
and distress, and for this reason, for 
other, would have been better 
had never been written. 


Robert Cochrane, M.D., Ch. 
F.R.C.P., D.T.M. H., London 
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STAR Bookshelf 


Reviewing the Reviews 


Graham New Book 


reviews Graham Greene’s 
new book Burnt-Out Case. 

These reviews, some good, some bad, 
come from variety sources, metro- 
politan dailies, small dailies, weekly 
news magazines and the so-called quality 
magazines. They have one thing 
common--all are loaded with the epithet 
They could hardly 
wise, for Greene’s novel 
metaphor which the spiritual 
architect named Queery likened 
“burnt out case” so-called lep- 
rosy. help the metaphor along, 
Queery takes himself “leper colony” 
Africa. 

The reaction the reviewers the 
literary quality Greene’s efforts here 
unimportant. Their handling the 
implications concerning leprosy are. 
Some handled the subject with clear 
dignity such the New York HERALD 
TRIBUNE. Some either read the book 
carelessly all, wrote the review 
carelessly. example this Judith 
Anderson’s comment the Manchester 
(Conn.) HERALD which says Queery 
himself contracted leprosy ... which the 
novel does not say. Others just made 
hay with the words “leper” 
rosy” such NEWSWEEK. 

But the worst all, usual, was 
TIME magazine which titled its review, 
“Love Among the Lepers,” and went 
great extremes horrify with their 
usual disregard for truth and good taste. 
TIME will absolutely anything 
sell magazine two. 

were not alone our opinion 
review. The very man whom 
the book dedicated, Dr. Michel 
Lechat, formerly stationed Africa, 
has himself taken the magazine task 
letter the editor. This time, 
strangely, TIME (March 10, 1961) had 
the decency print the 


more than justified reaction which fol- 


lows: 
Sir: 


You published review Graham 
Greene’s latest novel, Burnt-Out 
Case, under the unsavory title, “Love 
Among the the person 
whom the book dedicated, cannot 
but express deep concern your 
warped and lurid analysis the novel. 
Since you agree that the theme the 
novel does not center the disease, 
you have deliberately and, esti- 
mation, shamefully exploited medieval 
attitudes toward leprosy which render 
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needless sensationalism. Graham Greene, 
novelist, has right choose what- 
ever background finds suitable 
his writings, this case African 
leprosarium. The author‘s attitude to- 
ward the leprosy patient respectful, 
contrast the thoughtless 
your reviewer. 

Leprosy curable disease wih 
very low degree contagiousness. One 
the greatest problems encountered 
leprologists treating tthe mil- 
lion patients existing the world 
irrational fear toward this disease. Such 
reviews yours cause undesirable re- 
actions highly detrimental balanced 
approach the leprosy problem. 

Michel Lechat, M.D. 
Washington, 


Dr. Lechat, now with the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, who was interviewed 
THE STAR when was Car- 
ville 1956, commended for 
speaking his piece. Perhaps efforts such 
his will some degree offset the 
harm that will mostly certainly done 
the wide circulation that Burnt- 
Out Case— Book the Month Club 
selection—will enjoy. 


The Challenge Leprosy 


Leprosy not highly contagious 
disease, have the knowledge con- 
trol and prevent it, and there 
reason why should not tackled 
along the same lines are tackling 
tuberculosis and malaria. These are the 
simple facts about leprosy, admirably 
brought out Dr. R.G. Cochrane, 
probably the senior active leprologist 
the world, the new edition his 
stimulating booklet ‘Leprosy. Its Chal- 
lenge and Hope’ (The Mission 
Lepers, price is.; 4d. post free). 
spite this the old tradition dies hard 
that dread disease, and its victims 
are still referred ‘lepers’ the 
mistaken belief that this Biblical term 
referred only patients with leprosy. 
Dr. Cochrane points out, “there 
more justification for calling those 
who suffer from leprosy “lepers” than 
calling those who are mentally ill luna- 


” 


This not merely question 
playing with words. fundamental 
the whole modern approach the 
problem leprosy. Unless the unfortu- 
nate victims the disease themselves, 
théir relatives and the general public 
can brought look upon leprosy 
the same way they look upon any 
other disease due infection, leprosy 
will never brought under control. 
The spectre ‘the leper’ must ban- 


ished once and for all from our midst. 
Actually much has already been achieved 
this respect. was therefore with 
something akin horror that leprolo- 
gists read Mr. Graham Greene’s latest 
novel, Burn-out Case”. This such 
travesty the disease and modern 
methods treatment that can 
nothing but harm. Novels 
works fiction, but verging the 
unpardonable for writer Mr. 
Graham Greene’s standing present 
such distorted picture this order 
presumably, enhance the dramatic 
value his work. This, his latest, novel, 
may well turn out 
but achieving this perfectly laudable 
(and lucrative) ambition has done 
gross disservice the fight against 
leprosy. 
W.A.R. Thomson, M.D. 
London, England 
From the Practioner, March 1961 


Editor’s note: The PRACTITIONER 
probably the most widely read month- 
medical journal England and has 
extensive sale the United States. 
are indebted Dr. Thomson for 
his fine editorial. But not incon- 
gruous read editorial the need 
drop the word and then 
have put brackets “The Mission 
Lepers, London.” 

know for fact that Dr. Coch- 
rane and others have prevailed upon 
change their name, but with- 
out success. like “Friends 
the Lepers” this country, and several 
other such outfits, help with one hand 
and hurt with the other. The odious 
word has the emotional impact bring 


the money, and there’s the rub.—Ed. 
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Story 


Texas Nurse, Missionary Formosa, Marries Ex-HD Patient 


Texas-born American girl proving 
the world that cured Hansen’s disease 
patients are socially acceptable mar- 
rying one them herself, according 
news story from Taipei, Taiwan (For- 
mosa), datelined March 1961. 

She Ruth Duncan, Lubbock, 
Texas. Her husband former pa- 

This was not love-at-first-sight ro- 
mance, but Taiwan the wedding 
which was held only few weeks ago 
promises one the most talked 
about events the year, and was 
particular interest THE STAR be- 
cause had met Miss Duncan when 
she spent week Carville 1956. 

Lin Teng-Hui, native now turning 
30, met Miss Duncan when she was 
nurse the hospital where was un- 
der treatment. took years for the 
love ripen. Lin suggested Miss 
Southern Taiwan, where more patients 
needed help. The idea began take 
hold her mind. 

What followed were series events 
all working foster mutual under- 


standing and love between 
After was cured, Lin went back 
his native town southern Formosa. 
devoted all his time making Miss 
Duncan’s dream reality. worked 
hard find site for the hospital and 
served business manager, office clerk 
and errand boy the new enterprise 
from that time on. 

With financial support her 
church and private donators the Unit- 
States, Miss Duncan and Lin began 
see encouraging results. 

The hospital was first only clinic 
using half the building belonging 
old hospital. Soon patients came 
from different localities and expan- 
sion was called for. Now the hospital 
has grown capacity beds and 
branch has been opened Chiayi. 

Miss Duncan devout Christian. 
She believes her work willed God. 
the hospital she serves both nurse 

Patients are encouraged raise chick- 
ens, cultivate flowers and 
acre farm has been successfully operat- 


HONOLULU ADVERTISER, 


(March 16, 1961) reported that the re- 
sidents Kalaupapa Settlement the 
the recommendation the consulting 
firm Booz, Allen Hamilton that 
all Hansen’s disease patients 
Hale Mohalu hospital, Pearl 
City, near Honolulu. 

Both the settlement’s political party 
precinct clubs met adopt resolutions 
opposing the management 
recommendation. 

member the settlement staff was 
asked how many are now resident 
Kalaupapa and said there are about 
220. Asked how many wanted stay 
Kalaupapa, said, hundred and 
twenty.” 

The Booz, Allen Hamilton recom- 
mendation part the firm’s report 
its survey the organizational 
structure the State Hawaii. 

recommends all Hansen’s 
disease patients from 
tlement the Hale Mohalu 
for number reasons, including the 
fact that “an increasing number 
cured patients are remaining Kalau- 
papa. ...” 

Settlement residents point out that 
even for cured patients, Kalaupapa 


home. estimated that more than 
per cent the patients have been 
the settlement ten years more. 

cold although that seems 
all they worked with. They didn’t come 
see us. Kalaupapa needs kept 
for humanitarian reasons. The people 
here, most them, have other home. 
time, the older patients die, this 
situation will take care itself.” 

annual $1.2 million Federal appropria- 
tion and costs the State only about 
$200,000 year. 

The consulting firm’s recommenda- 
tion notes that Kalaupapa were closed 
more active treatment and rehabili- 
tation program could instituted with- 
existing appropriations... oper- 
center.” 

suggests the government the 
possibility making portions the 
present lands Kalaupapa available 
inactive patients now the settle- 
ment who wish remain there 
private residents.” 

Patients point out that Kalaupapa 
habitable community today because 
the State pays for electric service for the 
settlement and provides other utilities, 


laupapa, 


her patients. 

the over 300 patients, the hospital 
clinic basis, the past four years, about 
one-third have been completely cured. 

During her visit Carville, Miss Dun- 
can saw the orthopedic work being done 
Dr. Daniel Riordan and resolved 
find way provide the services 
doctor for her patients. She has ac- 
complished this too, for Dr. Kazuo Sai- 
kawa, Japanese physician, recently 
gave private practice devote his 
ability and knowledge the patients 
who come Miss Duncan’s hospital 
and clinic. 

Miss Duncan went Taiwan 
Formosa 1952. However her mission- 
ary career goes back 1946 when she 
was duty general hospital 
the far northwest China the Ti- 
betan border. She was there for five 
years, until the Communists took over. 


Anyway you look it, Miss Duncan’s 
story one love. story love be- 
tween man and woman and story 
the love service mankind. 


plus $10-a-week food allowance and 
jobs for more than 100 patients. 

Kalaupapa were longer State 
project, assumed here that regu- 
lar plane service Kalaupapa Airport 
would discontinued, cutting off the 
settlement almost completely from regu- 
lar outside contact. 

Dr. Ira Hirschy, Hansens Disease 
Division Director, said: 
ment’s continued existence necessary 
carry out established policies pro- 
viding homes for patients who have 
recovered from Hansen’s disease.” 

pointed out that new family-type 
housing, place old dormitories 
built 1931, are needed accommo- 
date the patients, and apparently line 
with Dr. Hirschy’s idea, the Hawaii 
State legislature now has under con- 
sideration House Bill No. 411, which 
would appropriate $115,000 for frame 
cottages Kalaupapa. 

From all this, appears THE 
STAR that Hawaii seems the 
building new family-type housing for its 
residents. 

have had definite word any 
action either direction, 
writing. 
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AUSTRALIA 
Former Settlement, Holiday Resort 


Island, former Hansen’s dis- 
ease colony, off the coast near Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia, will opened 
holiday resort this year. The Peel 
Island hospital was closed July 1959 
and the patients were moved the 
mainland. Those who needed 
hospitalized were moved the Prince 
Alexandria Hospital South Brisbane. 

The patients are able leave the 
hospital any day from 10:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. visit their relatives and 
friends, and their family can come and 
spend the day with them. Although 
some the older patients miss their 
pastimes fishing, boating and swim- 
ming, still this move wonderful 
education for the general public the 
country. Another benefit that Dr. 
Gabriel holds Hansen’s Clinic once 
every week, where ex-patients for 
treatment and consultations. 

Peel Island, re-christened Chercooba 
Island, will open with new 
commodations for 200 people and 
freshwater swimming pool, and 1962 
will have tourist hotel, lavish beach 
accommodations, two pools, tennis 
courts, golf course and airstrip. 

don’t think people will attach any 
stigma the island.” said Moore, 
chairman directors Chercooba Pty. 
Ltd., the COURIER MAIL, the 
leading state paper, Dec. 18, 1960, ad- 
ding, “On average long week-end 
small craft there fish. the seven 
years been fishing there wile 
and two children have often spent the 
day the beach.” 

TANGANYIKA 
Courage the Key 


Father John Bergwall, who has been 
treating Hansen’s disease sufferers 


Tanganyika, Africa, has 


multiple sclerosis and losing the 
use his lower limbs. 

Father Bergwall 33-year-old Mary- 
knoll priest and graduate Mar- 
quette University Medical School. 

Friends Hartland, Wis., sent Fa- 
ther Bergwell specially designed golf 
cart that might make his medical 
rounds the villages near his clinic 
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Busanda. 

and has extended the scope his treat- 
ment from only outpatient treatment 
cottage style hostel for inpatients. 


KOREA 
Wilson Great American 


Dr. Manton Wilson, 80, Rich- 
mond, Va., medical missionary 
Korea for about years, has been se- 
lected Great American” the 
editors the Dixie Business magazine 
published Atlanta. 

Last spring the R.M. Wilson Lepro- 
sarium, Seoul, Korea, celebrated its 52nd 
anniversary. The institution has had 
much proud during this half 
century period. was the sanctuary 
the highly endemic southwest corner 
Korea for victims Hansen’s dis- 
ease. Dr. R.M. Wilson, superintendent 
for approximately years, pioneered 
the fields occupational therapy, 
medical training program for select pa- 
tients, and educational program 
so-called leprosy for surrounding towns 

For his work there, the Japanese 
government, then the ruler Korea, 
twice decorated him. 1955, South 
Korea awarded its National Medal, the 
highest honor could give, Dr. 
Wilson. 

NEW GUINEA 


The Australian Administration 
Papua-New Guinea has fired the first 
shot intensive war oust the 
scourge so-called leprosy from tae 
Territory, AAP-Reuter report from 
Port Moresby said. 

Adopting new technique 
for the mass treatment the country’s 
estimated 8,000 patients. 
shutting patients away isolated colo- 
nies, medical officers will travel from 
village village treating sufferers 
their own environment. 

Dr. D.A. Russell, the Department 
Health Port Moresby, explained: 
“Patients will continue live much 
possible their own family groups. 
believe that isolating patient does 


more harm than good, except ex- 
treme cases. 

“Here New Guinea the most com- 
mon form leprosy non-infectious 
and the patient can safely continue 
living home. That why hope 
extend this new method treatment 
far and often possible.” 


INDIA 
Fight Spurred 


New Delhi, India (Reuters) 
Indian Government 
allocated 70,000,000 rupees (about $14, 
000,000) help combat Hansen’s dis- 
ease the five-year plan period start- 
ing 

This nearly twice much the 
funds allocated for control the 
last five-year plan. the beginning 
this year, the government hoped 
have 100 control centers opera- 
tion. estimated 100,000 people have 
Hansen’s disease, according govern- 
ment statistics. 

The next plan provides for the num- 
ber centers increased 200. 
Voluntary organizations and social 
workers will recruited help fight 
the disease. 


BRITISH GUIANA 


Educational Campaign Full Swing 
Ex-patients it. 


Mahaica Hospital, British Guiana, has 
formed Public Education Committee. 
This committee has had meetings with 
the Medical Superintendent the hos- 
pital, Chandra, and Mr. M.K. 
Bacchus, Govt. Health Education Offi- 
cer. 

the moment, the committee 
preparing captions, e.g., Dis- 
posted taxis, trains, steamers and 
other public conveyances places. 
Other steps planned are radio spots, 
pamphlets, radio talks the medical 
superintendent, radio play and 
film shot the hospital. This 
committee has decided campaign for 
the general use the term Hansen’s 
disease. 

The committee received literature 
from THE STAR. 


BANK MAIL 


Checking accounts 


Savings accounts 


postage paid both ways 


Christmas Club 


Personal Loans 


Miller 


“Behold the upright; for the end that man peace.” 


One the most rewarding experi- 
ences three decades Carville 
that has given the opportunity 
and privilege meeting many out- 
standing people, purposeful people, with 
sense deep dedication their work, 
and have formed friendships with 
some these people friendships which 
have enriched life. High, very high 
list friends, was Watson 
Miller. Indeed Mr. Miller, said 
“the best loved man the American 
Legion,” was one the most valued 
and most helpful friends the patients 
this hospital ever had. Only the old 
timers realize the full extent his help. 
Watson Miller, died Washington, 
D.C. February 11, 1961 the age 
82. 


Mr. Miller had and dis- 
tinguished career government, but 
you seldom saw his name headlines. 
Watson Miller went for heart lines 
and this hospital and its patients were 
very close his heart. speaking 
his Carville friends, once said, 
sure think you all every day and 
one these days going put 
appearance Carville again, and 
least figuratively shall take you all 
arms because there where you are 
all the time spirit not bio- 


The AMERICAN LEGION Maga- 
zine (March 1961) credits Watson Mil- 
ler “the greatest figure the early 
development the American Legion’s 
work and influence the rehabilita- 
tion war veterans.” was director 
the Legion’s national rehabilitation 
service from 1923 1941, when was 
named President Franklin Roose- 
velt Asst. Administrator the Fed- 
eral Security Agency. From 1945 1947 
was head that agency, forerunner 
the present U.S. Dept. Health, Ed- 
ucation, and Welfare. From 1947 1950 
was head the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. From 1950 
1953 was member the Subver- 
sive Control Board the 
U.S. Government. 


Born Rensselaer, Ind. 1878, 
Watson Miller quit school early. There- 
after, educated himself well that 
became the possessor honorary 
university degrees. World War 
served the 9th Division, and was sep- 
arated captain 1919. 


The AMERICAN LEGION Maga- 
zine said, hnmanity, his gen- 
tlemanliness, his sincerity, tireless de- 
votion, and unflinching integrity made 
him enormously influential figure 
the national capital for decades.” 


Watson Miller put his first ap- 
pearance Carville 1932. was 
then national chairman the Legion’s 
Rehabilitation Committee. was the 
first national officer the Legion 
visit Carville, and came the urgent 
request the Louisiana Department 
the American Legion, and 
sonal intervention with the U.S. Public 
Healih Service and the Veterans Ad- 
ministration helped effect 
forms sought the Legion 
Carville ex-servicemen. put 
last appearance here November 
1957, when was the principal speak- 
and honor guest the 25th anniver- 
sary our local B.L. Spann Post 188 
the American Legion, and this writ- 
ter had the privilege presenting him. 
audience had been here num- 
ber times between his first and his 
last visit, and between visits, kept 
close touch with via correspon- 
dence. (His “Dear Stan” letters form 
important part what call 
ville Archives.’’) 


Watson Miller once wrote 
work done great detail be- 
hind desk, but there are times that 
must come out the firing lines 
learn the greatest needs and desires,” 
and came out many, many times 
help Carville patients. 


Watson Miller worked closely with 
the U.S. Public Health Service and many 
the PHS officials were his close 


TAR 


friends. Mr. Miller had finger, and 
most the time whole hand, many 
the constructive changes which came 
about this hospital, both the phy- 
sical plant, and for the welfare and hap- 
piness the patients, particularly 
the Thiriies and Forties. the begin- 
ning, Mr. Miller’s main interest was 
the veterans and with his help some 
the vets secured increase their com- 
pensation and certain insurance bene- 
fits which they did not even know they 
were entitled to. One his pet projects 
was the construction the much need- 
new infirmary, the Thirties, and 
Congressional appropriation which made 
possible the Recreation Building and 
the present fireproof patients’ quarters. 
played quiet, but influential role 
bringing the first station wagons 
(Legionmobile) into Carville, gift 
the American Legion Auxiliary the 
local post for use all the patients, 
and even the milk wagon, which still 
makes its rounds nightly, was begun 
result Mr. Miller’s personal in- 
terest. was loyal supporter THE 
STAR and his special interest our 
educational program was tremendous 
factor the expansion our work. 
Much, much more could said 
Watson Miller and the various Car- 
terialize, but above all, was modes: 
man, noble soul, who sought not cred- 
it, but only help his fellow man.—S.S. 


Award Ceremonies Japan Honor 
Dr. Mitsuda 


from page 


reached his home there were many pho- 
and two television companies. 
Dr. Mitsuda was bed (Japanese 
the floor). was thrilled see 
us. The award was presented him and 
tears flowed from his eyes. Everything 
went over superb way: 
‘super-duper’. 


very lovely place and beautiful setting 
surrounded water and other islands.” 


LOUIS 
General Merchants 
Carville, 


Dry Goods, Hardware, 
Fancy Groceries 


Convenient, Courteous Service 
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have correspondent who patient 
last letter asked what treatment the 
patients Carville get. He, and would 
interested know. sure that Many 
others would too, especially patients and 
staff leprosariums elsewhere the world. 
May suggest that you make article 
the information your next issue? 

promotes general health, important the 
How about sunlight its lack? 
cold factor? How does Carville incorpor- 
ate these and/or other factors treatment? 
How about prevention bone absorption 
caring for unfelt injuries? 

Margaret Blom 
Palmer, Alaska 


The information requested Miss Blom 
our readers. Most the questions are 
the medical side, went that depart- 
ment for authoritative answers. 

Treatment Carville basically diff- 
erent from treatment that given Han- 
sen’s disease patients throughout the world. 
who treat are communication 
each other through many means such 
medical journals and there are secret 
unknown drugs techniques employed 
the treatment here elsewhere. 
Carville takes advantage not only the 
sulfone drugs that are the basis 
treatment everywhere but also other 
drugs such antibiotics and steroids when 
their use indicated. Carville also has 
full-time dental service, occupational thera- 
services, physical therapy department, 
manual arts therapy service, school, 
recreation section, and adequate equipment 
and facilities all these departments. 
Comparatively, then, much available 
the patients Carville that not availa- 
ble patients with other parts 
the world. 


Inasmuch the general health the 
patient promoted adequate diet that 
rich proteins and vitamins, the dietetic 
section plays very important part the 
continued welfare the patients. Sunlight 
have harmful effect the 
progress the disease provided overex- 

osure does not result injury the skin. 
Excessive humidity and heat make some pa- 
tients uncomfortable (because their ability 


sweat has been lost anesthetic areas 


the body) and most patients look 


the cooler weather fall, winter, and 
spring. (But Carville has long, hot and 
humid summer.) 

Damage bones the hands and feet 
can greatly diminished proper train- 
ing for self-care, use appropriate shoes, 
good personal hygiene and meticulous 
avoidance injury. well-trained staff 
can much instruct patient how 
prevent injury anesthetized parts. How- 
ever, the patient himself who prevents 
in‘uries and success achieved only when 
the patient understands and takes care 
himself. The prevention injury does not 
require equipment, only sense and 
caution the patient.—Ed. 


Thank you for kindly sending the 
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latest issue THE appreciate 
your knowing how 
would please read both your editorial 
and Dr. Faget’s own words the cover. 

see just recognition given print 
late husband’s work. This, your publication 
has done many times, for which heart- 
felt thanks! But this twentieth anni- 
versary year both THE STAR and sul- 
fone therapy, seems particularly appro- 
priate and gratifying that you have chosen 
memorialize his wonderful humanity 
well. was always deeply concerned about 
the welfare and happiness his patients, 
and was his nature that led him work 
hard attain the goal had set 
discovering effective drug therapy. So, 
good see how understandingly you 
write Dr. Faget’s sincere and unselfish 
character well the solid medical 
contribution that did make the wel- 
fare the patients. 

Mrs. Guy Faget 
New Orleans, La. 


have loved getting the issues THE 
STAR you sent recently and read them 
from cover cover with great interest 
and some nostalgia. This latest one was 
especially interesting with the throwback 
Dr. Faget. remember visit there just 
after his appointment with warm glow. 


This issue with the emphasis dropping 
“leprosy” from our vocabulary made quite 
impression. can appreciate the reasons 
behind the drive toward “Hansen’s 
but become more our 
feeling about this and other diseases, wish 
could accept “leprosy” and 
“mental patients,” “TB’s,” and on. 

Meantime, will much more scrupulous 
much you. me, the old name almost 
term endearment. Maybe that’s not 
good either! 

Mary Switzer 

Director 

Office Vocational Rehabilitation 
Welfare 

Washington, D.C. 


Our good friend, Miss Switzer, proba- 
not aware the resolutions adopted 
the International Congresses Leprology 
(1948 and 1953). The resolutions recom- 
the traditional name 
for the disease but abandoning 
the word “leper” for the patient. The same 
idea was expressed far back 1931 
the Manila Conference and this time 
should clear the traditionalists who 
sanctify the name, “leprosy”, that you 
have one, you have the other, and the other 
epithet, even the traditionalists admit 
that.—Ed. 


you for the January-February 1961 
issue THE STAR, which there 
excellent report our newly established 
World Committee Leprosy. also 
noted with great interest Dr. Riordan’s re- 
port the W.H.O. Conference “Surgical 
Rehabilitation which was held 
November, 1960. 


would appreciate having twenty-five 
copies this issue, for distribution the 
our World Committee 
Leprosy. 

read THE STAR with great interest. 
find extremely informative and 
thought provoking. Thank you very much 
for sending this copy and for providing 
with opportunity become acquainted 
with this fine publication. 

enclosing $1.00 for subscription 
THE STAR. Please address the 
attention of: “World Committee leprosy,” 
International Society for Rehabilitation 
the Disabled, the above address. 

Helen Holodnak 


Administrator 
World Commision Research 
Rehabilitation 
New York, New York 


wish express sincere appreciation 
for the courtesies shown during our re- 
cent visit your health center. 

Your publication The Star was very en- 
lightening and have passed them from 
person person here our library found 
that they were read with increasing interest. 
You furnish your public with information 
that few people know little but would 
like know 

recent librarians conference our 
parish found two our librarians wanted 
enter subscriptions for The Star. 

Myrta Bogan 
Castor, La. 


For some time have been interested 
the advancement and continued fight against 
Hansen’s disease now that have the op- 
portunity would like very much learn 
much possible about it. And your 
magazine the most informative the 
subject would like have subscription 
for myself and one for friend mine 
who studying become nurse. 

Carville patient suggested that might 
interested reading about Carville and 
some papers and copy the 
STAR thereby giving opportunity 
get first hand information about Car- 
ville. 

Elizabeth Holly, USMC 
Parris Island, S.C. 


Sometime later, Miss Holly wrote: “Each 
time read one the issues THE STAR 
find more interesting and desire 
learn more and more. Through this maga- 
zine have come better knowlege 
Hansen’s disease and know from letters 
sent she too learning more.”—Ed. 


During the summer, husband and 
with Father Francis Kelly, had the pleasure 
being shown thru your hospital and 
were very much impressed what saw. 

Recently related the story our visit 
including the work-shop and printing room. 
the Ladies Sodality church 
(Epiphany Catholic) and result ob- 
tained ten subscriptions the STAR. 

Mrs. E.J. Herries 
St. Louis, Mo. 


have just finished reading issue 
the STAR which was given Anette 
Eckman, our Dietitian, and found very 
interesting. Have been interested the 
treatment HD. licensed practical 
nurse with years hospital experience 
mental, convalescent and general hospital 
work. would like subscribe the STAR. 

Elizabeth Currie 
Doctors Hospital 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


enjoy every issue The STAR and 
pass our friends when have 
finished. 

Glen Crother 
Atascadero, Calf. 


Q-A 


CHILE 


The days have been full since left Car- 
ville. keep many fond memories you, 
the patients and dear Sisters and fellow 
workers. When THE STAR comes feel 
the bonds the four years spent with 
you draw closer Carville. 

Sister Madeline Espinosa 
Escuela Pio 
Santiago, Chile 


URUGUAY 


Since eight years ago have been appoint- 
the Ministry Public Health 
Uruguay the Chief the Service 
Leprosy our country and have devoted 
all time and sympathies the care 
those patients. have also been dif- 
ferent countries studying leprosy and late- 
established close contact with Dr. 
James Doull, (Washington, D.C.) 
excellent friend mine Belo Horizonte, 
Brasil, where attended Seminar 
Leprosy. 

What need now is, become sub- 
scriber THE STAR, should like 


the colored film “Recognition Leprosy” 

for using classes the Medical 

Faculty here, and also want know 

can get the pictures clinical sizns 

and symptoms Hansen’s disease filed 

Dr. Arlington Bensel for the same purpose. 
Dr. James Whitelaw 
Montevideo, Uruguay 


was easy comply with Dr. White- 
law’s number one request. will receive 
THE STAR with our compliments. Re- 
No. was referred Doctor John- 
and No. Doctor Bensel, Orange, 
N.J.—Ed. 


AUSTRALIA 


read your indictment TIME magazine 
page the Nov.-Dec. 1960 number 
THE STAR, which you object not only 
the misleading nature the whole article 
but the wrong and offensive use the 
word “leper.” 

All life doctor, have protested 
against the public attitude patients 
and especially the obviously abusive nature 
the word “leper.” wish report for 
condemnation peculiarly insulting and 
contumacious example the local morning 


daily, the COURIER-MAIL. dispatch 
from named Stanley 
writing the South African government 
policy Apartheid says, effect, 
know shall regarded leper but 
object apartheid”: wished convey 
the idea that leper was something re- 
pulsive and disgusting, physically and mor- 
ally. Hurst wrote the usual glib, slapdash, 
conventional style common amongst journal- 
lists without realising the pain and distress 
caused innocent sufferers and their 
relatives and friends. This sort thing 
common the stock phrase, “moral lep- 
er.” Following custom wrote the 
editor pointing out the serious wrong his 
paper had done the many patients 
still living Queensland who could 
fail deeply offended reading this 
item his paper. the past any paper 
have written has graciously conceded 
point and apologised publicly. But not the 
They made correction 
did not even reply privately letter 
and when made further representations 
and taxed them with injustice and cruelty 
still had reply. deplorable such 
people have control avenues news and 
opinion. 

was formerly Professor Pathology 
the local University Queensland and 
was able teach the truth about Hansen’s 
disease which learned from the late Dr. 
Molesworth world fame young stu- 
dent. One former students started the 
modern treatment the disease here and 
did lot remove the stigma from the 
public mind. Another practising en- 
demic area takes kindly and enlightened 
interest the cases. proud them 
both. may say was little disturbed 
Dr. R.G. Cochrane’s public expression 
views terminology. 

greatly enjoy reading THE STAR. Best 
wishes. 

Dr. J.V. Duhig 
St. Lucia, Brisbane, 
Australia 


Hats off Dr. Duhig.—Ed. 


did not walk under ladder, 
black cat did not cross path, and 
did not slip banana peel, but 
had two accidents. dropping the 
editorial give this column 
more personal touch.) 

mentioned THE STAR (Janu- 
ary-February 1961) that had acci- 
fractured arm-and this was 
painful could not complete the article 
was doing “Twenty Years Sul- 
fone Therapy.” hope before 
the year out.) Well, about ten days 
later had another accident. fell and 
hit the floor with such thud that 
broke hip. and Stokowski. 
read somewhere, think was the 
NEW YORKER, that Maestro Stokow- 
ski fell and broke his hip 
ing with his children, but that did not 
keep him from conducting the Met’s 
proauction Puccini’s Turandot. 
from wheelchair. went the 
Maestro one better. wrapped the 
last issue THE STAR from the floor, 
literally from the floor. had sooner 
blacked out and was coming to, when 
the telephone rang. man Friday ans- 
and handed over. “It’s the 
office,” said. the last run,” 
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was told, “but have cut nine 
lines from the column page 3.” 
cursed under breath, but the best 
“the show must on” tradition, 
cut the lines. few minutes later the 
supine figure the stretcher, carried 
from “the Coop” the waiting ambu- 
lance was your scribe. Dr. Saer, New 
Orleans orthopedist and Carville con- 
sultant, put steel pin me, plus nuts, 
screws and bolts. They gave spin- 
could hear everything that was 
going on. sounded like carpenter 
hammering roof, and remember 
one the local doctors saying, “It’s 
beautiful job.” medical parlance, I’m 
“as well can expected.” 
course, they would say that you cut 
your head off. 

One thing certain, I’m getting 
much needed rest, and I’m pretending 
this vacation. have graduated from 
bed wheelchair, and I’ve had sev- 
c.al working sessions the office, but 
tire easily and Julie and have set 
auxiliary office here room 
the infirmary, where driving the 
attendants books, clipboard 
and tablets accumulating day day. 
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have received get-well messages and 
notes, cards, letters and even telegrams 
from all over the country, and few 
from abroad. don’t know how people 
found out, but fortunate fellow 
have many friends. Obviously 
cannot answer each one you indivi- 
dually, the real purpose this col- 
thank you for your interest, and 
mean you. 

After they took the sign 
down, number Baton Rouge 
friends came calling, bearing flowers, 
fried chicken, homemade cakes and soup 
with matza balls, favorite dish. 
made Hewitt’s column 
the SHREVEPORT TIMES, and Ho- 
ward jacobs gave quite 
his popular “Remoulade” 
the New Orleans TIMES PICAYUNE. 
local friends are all loyal. Sir 
Swainston’s Dandy, “The Beau,” 
precocious pug has five people his 
bark and call. One old friend 
never thought I’d wind 
sitter dog, but for you. 

the best care the 
infirmary: good medical attention, ex- 
cellent nursing (plenty TLC) and 
the attendants are first rate. 
more, will not have relapse when 
get bill, because there any 
bill. generous uncle picking the 
tab—Uncle Sam. 
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Hansen’s disease was not known 
Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance Zaraath. The unfortu- 
nate notion that zaraath Hansen’s 
disease has semantic basis only, the 
word leprosy has been used for many 
different diseases the course time. 
Even superficial reading the thir- 
teenth chapter Leviticus sufficient 
convince any physician that six 
seven conditions which are defined un- 
der the Hebrew word zaraath had noth- 
ing common with what called 
leprosy today. 


These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scien- 
tific treatises (Drs. Cochrane, Lendrum, 


MacArthur and Tas). Reprints are 
available from THE STAR. 


International medical experts agree 
that any scheme for the control “lep- 
rosy” will depend for its success 
educated public opinion. 


not apparent that the disease 
call leprosy anywhere specifically re- 
ferred the Bible. tragic that 
words lepra and leprosy should ever 
have been attached the disease 
now know those names, for with the 
names have gone all the Biblical mis- 
conceptions contagiousness and fear 
harass victims the disease 
today. (Modern Concepts Leprosy 


Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D., Charles 
Thomas, publisher.) 


Since Biblical associations with the 
disease are major factor the lepra- 
phobia today, change terminolo- 
would contribute saner public 
viewpoint. immediate step ac- 
complishing the disassociation would 
discontinue medical application 
the Old Testament name 
and identify the Hansen infection 
scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name, name which would enable the 
general public better understand the 
nature the disease and the medical 
advances which have been made 
treating it. 


The medical world considers Hansen’s disease 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater infanis 
and young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
ble that many cases the susceptibility familial, but 
not hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely acquired 
the marital relationship. continental United States, 
endemic foci are limited certain areas Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida; California considered “slightly Out- 
side these States, Hansen’s disease rarely communi- 
cated contacts that from public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
ease. This statement supported Dr. G.W. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 


Facts, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick), furnish indub- 
itable proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable 
all communicable diseases. 


The hospital Carville was founded years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing stati 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very sim- 
ple precautions, not comparable with those they would take 
dealing with diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable 
diseases. 


Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with the patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the country where the disease 
occurs frequently when the disease known have ex- 
isted the family. During its years existance, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been em- 
ployed the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, 
teria help, clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, 
etc. With but one possible exception native endemic 
area not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States the 
Union, and one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under 
gienic conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
worked daily intimate contact with patients for more than 
years without contracting the disease. 


disease not included the list reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected re- 
strictions. New York City, patients are permitted 
about their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
nor take care children and the sick. 

Eleven States (Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and West have re- 
quirements except reporting. General regulations for control 
communicable diseases, however, may invoked. Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan and North Dakota specifically have 
restrictions” regards isolation patients. 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ generally accepted the 
causative agent HD. appearance and size closely re- 
sembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the tubercle ba- 
single organisms impossible for the laboratory 
distinguish between the two germs, 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests circumstantial evidence only, without the support 
direct experiment. Hundreds attempts have been made 
grow the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the germ, 
not one has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful the same extent. 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect him- 
self other human volunteers attempted inoculation 
the germ. 

The mode transmission the Hansen bacillus from one 
human being another not known, and many patients 
the best their knowledge, report they had contact with 
the disease. (Dr. Doull and his associates Cebu, Philip- 
pines, did not obtain any history contact per cent 
cases. Other investigators have had the same experience 
other countries.) 

The mode transmission one the big problems yet 
solved Hansen’s disease. This and other unknowns 
are the subject intensive research. 

The sulfone drugs, introduced Carville 1941, continue 
the most effective chemotherapeutic weapons against 
Hansen’s disease. They are “the treatment choice” the 
world over, They are slow action, but they can arrest the 
disease, and many patients have regained their health through 
sulfone medication and returned their homes and jobs. 
With modern treatment the disease need not result dis- 
figurement crippling. (Early diagnosis and prompt treat- 
ment the heart the problem.) 
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Located the eastern shore 
the Mississippi Carville, 
La., the U.S. Public Health 
Service the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare 
operates Study Center and 
Hospital-Community 
treatment and rehabilitation 
patients with Hansen’s disease. 
Financed entirely through funds 
appropriated Congress, (bud- 
get for fiscal year 1961, July 
1960-June 30, 1961, approxi- 
mately $2,180,000), 
the only place the 
United States where 
with Hansen’s disease may 
assured admission, medical 
care and full maintenance. 


1894 the State 
ana opened home for its 
dents with “leprosy” the pre- 
sent site which was formerly 
the old “Camp Plantation”. 
The State institution operated 
tal. 


The Story 


1923 


Objectives 


1917 Congressional action 
charged the U.S. Public Health 
Service with responsibility for 
the care and treatment Han- 
sen’s disease patients from all 
the United States. Be- 
cause World War action 
this legislative measure was 
postponed for several years. 
Then committee Public 
Health Service officers was ap- 
pointed select suitable site 
tor the proposed hospital. Great 
difficulty was experienced 
this task. State cared 
cede territory the Govern- 
ment for that purpose. Finally, 
the matter was settled pur- 
chasing from the State Lou- 
January 1921, the 
property occupied the Lou- 
isiana Home. 

staff, numbering 
about 250, consists 
sioned officers the U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service and 
fied employees certified the 
U.S. Civil Service Commission. 
The latier include the Daugh- 
ters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul who came Carville 
its early days State admini- 
stration. 


Outlined De. E.B. Medical Officer 


give medical and surgical care 


patients with Hansen’s disease, com- 
monly known leprosy, and 
cord, evaluate and report such ex- 
periences order improve the 
management cases. 


and analyze epidemiologic 


information all admitted cases 
order that more effective public 
health measures may taken 
control Hansen’s disease the Unit- 
States and elsewhere, and main- 
tain liaison with States and 
torial Health Departments and Bu- 
reaus and Divisions the Federal 
Government concerned with the con- 
trol Hansen’s disease. 


conduct research Hansen’s dis- 


ease and its control and cooperate 
with government and private agen- 
cies conducting studies that promise 
yield information which will help 
disease. 


disseminate objective information 


Hansen’s disease, and its public 
health aspects and control measures 
groups order balance extreme 
opinions concerning 
ease and help put effect the 
measures needed bring the dis- 
ease under control. 


institute and maintain active 


rehabilitation program, using all ex- 
isting resources and exploring, de- 
veloping and acquiring new resources 
motivate and prepare the patient 
for return his own community 
outside Carville acceptable 
and contributing member society. 


fulfill the 


responsibilities 


pital combination the facts 
that the United States has achieved 
world leadership medicine and 
that this the only leprosarium 
the continental United States. 


